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pract i t i o n e r i s not ent i t l ed t o i mn u n i t y i f t he i nj u r y or dam age
was caused by willful or...by the willful or wanton act of the
practitioner. And, finally, the amendment does not allow the
medical professional to receive protection of the iaanunity
provxsion if any damage or injury is caused by such practitioner
during the operation of a motor ve hicle or while such
practitioner is impaired by alcohol or illegal drugs. The terms
of this iranunity p rovision ar e simi lar to the iam un ity
provisions that exist under current law for directors of
nonprofit corporations and organizations. Ny reference would be
the Nebraska R evised St atute 25-21,192 through 193. Your
J udiciary Coaenittee took considerable t estimony r e garding t h e
volunteer work that medical professionals perform at free
c l i n i c s . I ' l l su aa aa r i z e t ha t f o r y o u an d f o r t h e r e c o r d . A
number of ccxranunity-based free clinics ex i st throughout the
state to provide basic health care ser vices. G enera l ly, th e
people who are pat ients a t such facilities are poor and are
without health insurance. W ithout the free clinics and s i milar
facilities, they w i ll not receive the medical treatment that' s
provided. The free clinics rely on professionals who volunteer
their time and their service, and many practitioners are willing
to provide that time and service if they can be assured that
they will not put themselves or th eir personal financial
well-being a t ris k by so volunteering. Additionally, many of
the doctors or other professionals who volunteer their time are
retired. Unt il relatively recently, the major malpractice
insurers in the state of Nebraska offered an affordable retired
practitioner insurance policy with a moderate premium that all
could afford, but because of the downturn in the insurance
industry, the insurers have either discontinued those policies
or have increased the premium beyond that which the retired
practitioners deem to be affordable. As a consequence of what
has happened within the insurance market, retired professionals
are reluctant to v olunteer their service at our free clinics.
The purpose of the b ill is to pro vide an in centive for
practitioners, both retired and w orking, to volunteer their
professional services to serve a part of our society that is in
need of medical care. Finally, Section 1 of the amendment is
LB 23, as such bill was amended by your Judiciary Coaanittee.
LB 23 increases the amount recoverable allowed for claims filed
pursuant to the Nebraska Hospital-Medical Liability Act. U nder
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